A Resolution concerning the Old Slave House

Whereas, two centuries ago the United States acquired the Great Salt Spring from the various Native American claimants and formalized a frontier salt making industry that utilized slave labor in defiance of the Northwest Ordinance prohibition against slavery in the territory north of the Ohio River, and;

Whereas, the presence of workers and residents of African descent encouraged those who profited from pain and suffering to kidnap and abduct free men, women and children from their homes in order to sell them into the bondage of perpetual slavery; and,

Whereas, evidence uncovered in the last seven years clearly indicts ‘Salt King’ John Hart Crenshaw as a leader among these kidnappers, even as he stood as a leader among the community; and,

Whereas, his plantation manor home two miles east of Equality, known to him as Hickory Hill, and to residents of this day as the Old Slave House, still stands as a testament to his actions in life; and,

Whereas, in 1996, after 70 years of operation as a privately-owned museum and tourist site, the site closed due to the owner’s retirement; who sold the site four years later to the State of Illinois to preserve it for future generations; and,

Whereas, neither the Governor’s office nor the legislature since then, have acted to fund the agency in charge of the site so that it may reopen the Old Slave House to the public; and,

Whereas, the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency is legally limited and hampered by its inability to find partners to operate the site in the absence of state funds, particularly its inability to lease the site to a non-profit partner that could charge an admission fee and pay for its operations; and,

Whereas, the reopening of the Old Slave House to the public could generate some 60 new jobs with the increase of nearly 40,000 tourists a year to this region, as well as help guarantee the site will be preserved;

Now, Therefore be it resolved,

That the ______________________ of _________________, _________ urge the Governor of the State of Illinois take any and all actions to reopen this important site to the public — and do so this summer. And, that we endorse the following plan of action to do so, which can be done at almost no cost to the state:

· That the Governor transfer the Old Slave House property to the Department of Natural Resources,

· That the Old Slave House property be combined with the nearby Saline County Fish and Wildlife Area to form a new state park named Eagle Mountain State Park,

· That the Department of Natural Resources take steps to lease the operation of the Old Slave House to a regional non-profit group in order to develop it as a public educational facility with its operations paid for by admission fees, and

· That this all be accomplished this summer by the Eighth of August, the traditional date once celebrated by African-Americans and residents of all races in the Lower Ohio Valley as Emancipation Day.

In addition, once the site is reopened to the public, we call for the formation of a public advisory committee to meet at least quarterly to help build further support for the site and strengthen its ties to interested communities.

We also call on the leadership of the other counties and communities throughout this country to pass similar resolutions of support, and ask that the _______ Clerk forward a copy of this resolution to the Office of the Governor.

Approved by the __________________ of the _______________ and signed this _____ day of ______, 2003.

_________________________



________________________

Chief Elected official




test: _________ Clerk
